
Before I Read

Habit #1 – CHECK IT OUT

· Skim charts or graphs and discuss what it is about.

· Read headings and titles and discuss what I already know about the topic.

· Identify the genre and why I think it’s that genre.

· Skim the summary in science, social studies, and math and predict what the selection will be about.

· Do a picture walk and predict what I think is happening in the picture.

· Skim for unknown words and discuss what I think they mean.

Checking a passage or section before reading helps the student develop a mindset, framework for understanding, or activates the student’s schema.  This enables the reader to develop a “road map” for the selection, and helps him/her understand what to expect while reading.

Habit #2 – Think about what I know about the subject
· use the headings and think about or discuss what I know about the topic.
· Look at the photos and illustrations and decide what I know about what they show.
· Skim the story and see if I am familiar with the setting.
· Make a K-W-L chart with what I already know about the topic.
Activating prior knowledge and connecting it to the content at hand is the main focus of this habit.

Habit #3 – DECIDE WHAT I NEED TO KNOW

· Use the heading to ask purpose-setting questions.  Make index cards with, Who, What, Where, Why, When, & How, hand the cards out and have the students make-up questions using the card they have.  This can be done as a whole class or make multiple sets of the cards and have the students work in small groups.  This activity gives the students a purpose for reading; they are searching for answers to their questions.
· Use the genre to decide what might happen in the story.
· Use the headings to decide what the author will tell me.
· Read the questions at the end of the selection.
Having a purpose for reading provides a focus for comprehension and helps readers distinguish between important and less important information.

While I Read

These habits keep readers actively involved and help make them make connections while they read.

Habit #4 – STOP AND ASK, “HOW DOES IT CONNECT TO WHAT i KNOW?”

· Think about whether I have ever done something similar.
· Design a graphic organizer.

· See if I can picture the time when the events are taking place.
· Students are actively connecting, predicting, and elaborating what is read.
Making personal connections keeps the students focused on the content and improves comprehension.

Habit  #5 – STOP AND ASK, “DOES IT MAKE SENSE?”

· Decide whether what I am reading fits with what I know about the topic.

·  Decide if what’s happening fits with the genre. (Find examples in the story to prove it is a specific genre.)

· I can answer the author’s questions.

· Stop periodically and see if what I’ve read makes sense.

· Examine bold print vocabulary words or unfamiliar words and use them in a sentence to make sure I understand the word(s) correctly.

· Recall the sequence of events or important information.

Habit #6 – STOP AND ASK, “IF IT DOESN’T MAKE SENSE, WHAT CAN I DO?”

· Use context clues to help me understand the meanings of unknown words.  Read around the word, see if the definition of the word is in the passage, or try another word that may make sense.

· Slow down when the reading becomes difficult.

· Use the photos and illustrations to help me understand what I am reading.

· Reread the passage.

· Check the summary for clarification.

Students need to understand it is not okay to continue to read if they don’t get it.  They need to use strategies to help them comprehend the content.

After I Read

Habit # 7 – REACT TO WHAT I’VE READ

· Create a graphic organizer of what I’ve read.

· Decide whether I like the main character or not, and give reasons for my decision.

· Think about the similarities and differences between what I’ve just read and other things I have read.

· Compare and contrast two stories that I’ve read with the same theme or genre.

· Tap into my emotions; what in the story made me happy, sad, angry, etc. and why did I feel this way?

· Discuss why the author used certain words, or took a particular position.

· Was the passage to inform, entertain, or persuade?  Give examples of how I know this.

Habit #8  - CHECK TO SEE WHAT I REMEMBER

· Answer questions in the text.

· Answer the questions students asked prior to reading the text.

· Decide what the teacher might ask me.

· Create questions to test my understanding, and have a classmate answer my questions.  Then discuss the answers with my classmate.

· Summarize the selection. (This can be done in writing, orally in small groups, or as a Type 2 writing.)

· List important ideas or outline what I have read.

· Ask, how does this topic personally effect me?

Habit #9 – USE WHAT I’VE READ

· Identify the most important ideas.

· Decide and discuss what I thought was interesting.

· Tell what I learned about the central character.

· Discuss the main idea, and give examples to validate your choice for the main idea.

Using what was read helps the reader to make connections that improves their understanding and helps them generalize what was read.

